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PARISHES OF PILTON, CROSCOMBE, NORTH WOOTTON AND 
DINDER 
All phone codes 01749 unless specified 

Priest in Charge: 
The Revd Christine Butler                       899061 
The Rectory, Pilton BA4 4DX    butlerchristine19@gmail.com  
  
Associate Priest: The Revd Elaine Brightwell         07986 639230 
57 Whitstone Rise, Shepton Mallet BA4 5QA         elainbri@talktalk.net 
 
Reader (Licensed Lay Minister): 
 Miss Susan Green, 3 Abbots Way, Pilton BA4 4BN         890524 
 
Safeguarding Person: for all parishes: Susan Green         890524 
 
Website for the four churches: www.pcnd.co.uk  
 

ENQUIRIES  ABOUT MATERIAL FOR ROUNDABOUT 
 
Roundabout  email address: magazine@roundaboutnews.org.uk 
All material in Word, please, and not in boxes. 
 
Adverts in the colour section are now being handled by Gail Milne 
(890670) gail.milne@btconnect.com. These only change in January. 
 
Charges for Small Adverts: Small adverts are 50p per line per month, 
preferably only two lines for short periods. Requests 1 week before 
deadline to allow for setting up and billing. Insertion only on receipt of 
payment. 
 
All other materials and the small adverts should be left at the 
collecting points (see pages 22/23) but if you need to speak to 
someone please contact Susan Green (890524), Christine Davies 
(890009), Stella Elston (673766), Janet Christie (344633), or Ann 
Williamson (428133) who will help you. 
 
Please make sure that emails with items for Roundabout are 
acknowledged by one of the team within two days of sending them.  
 

JANUARY ROUNDABOUT DEADLINE FOR ALL MATERIAL IS 

THURSDAY 8th DECEMBER 9.00am (early this month) 

mailto:elainbri@talktalk.net
http://www.pcnd.co.uk/


CHANGE AND PROMISE 
 

As we draw near the end of 2016 I think we 
can all agree it has been a strange year in 
many ways.  The vote to leave Europe 
back in the summer and the new USA 
President Elect may have caught some of 
us by surprise. Both events have led to a 
level of uncertainty and seem to capture 
the disillusionment with the status quo 
being experienced by many people.  It 

indicates a yearning for change. Time will tell what that change 
will look like, it is certainly leading to a period of uncertainty. If the 
main experts can’t agree, what chance do we have of predicting 
what will happen. 
As many people have said, despite these events, what we do 
know is that the sun is still rising each morning and life goes on.  
But for many of us the hope is that life will do more than go on, 
that people can flourish. For me that is what the Christmas story 
is all about, it is also a story of change of the status quo but one 
that leads to hope. Beginning with the birth of a baby in 
Bethlehem, and ending with the ultimate sacrifice leading to new 
hope.  The story of Jesus brings us promise; it is a promise and a 
hope of everyone mattering and being loved and valued. It is a 
hope of ‘life in all its fullness’, of each individual being treasured 
and loved but not at the expense of others. So come along and 
join us as our community comes together over the Christmas 
period to hear again the angels bringing us ‘tidings of comfort 
and joy’ to a world that needs to hear again that promise.  
Full details of all the services are in this magazine or on our 
website, see you there. 
A Merry Christmas to you all.     Rev Chris 

 

The Roundabout Team would like to wish 
everyone a very happy Christmas and best 
wishes for 2017. Please note: early deadline 
for January Roundabout on Thursday 8th 
December at 9.00am. 



PRAYER FOCUS 
In the busy days ahead we pray for time to put God first in our lives and 
time to acknowledge the true meaning of Christmas. We remember 
those who will have to work extra hard during this season and we pray 
that you will help us to react to the needs of the many who need our 
support.  
 
BIBLE READINGS 
 4th December  Isaiah 11: 1-10  Matthew 3: 1-12 
11th December  Isaiah 35: 1-10  Matthew 11: 2-11 
18th December  Isaiah 7: 10-16  Matthew 1: 18-end 
24th December  Isaiah 52: 7-10  John 1: 1-14 
25th December  Isaiah 9: 2-7  Luke 2: 1-14 
  
  1st January  Christmas 2   
  9.30am        Holy Communion                                                   Dinder 
11.00am   Family Service Pilton 
11.00am        Morning Service                                              Croscombe 
11.00am        Holy Communion                                       North Wootton 
 

ROMAN CATHOLIC MASS, TIMES OF SERVICES 
 

St Michael’s, Shepton Mallet 
Saturday 24th December 6.00pm  Carols 
Saturday 24th December 6.30pm Mass 
Sunday 25th December  9.00am Mass 
 

St Mary’s, Glastonbury 
 Saturday 24th December 11.30pm Midnight Mass 
 Sunday 25th December  11.00am Mass 
 

YOS 
November saw us decorating glass jars to light the way to our 
December Christmas services! 
December meeting will be Sunday 4th we will be looking at the 
Christmas services as well as having a party. Please can you all bring 
something to share? We will provide drinks and games! 
 YOS is open to children of all parishes in year 6 upwards on the 1st 
Sunday of each month 6.00pm-7.30pm. For further information please 
contact Sandra Kirkham 342221 or Becky Gilbert 676739. 
 



THE REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR 

Do join us in taking part in the reverse Advent calendar 
challenge (see last month’s magazine for details). Please 

bring your boxes to one of our churches on 18th December. Boxes will 
be available in all churches for individual donations.  The usual tins and 
packets will be welcome together with seasonal goods such as mince 
pies, Christmas puddings, gloves, hats and scarves. 
 

ADVENT 
Time and space to think 

Through Advent we will be creating time and space in our Churches for 
you to just come and be, or to pray.  Each week a new activity (suitable 
for children and adults) will appear to help you.  Do come along 
whenever you can and just take time out. 
 

Children of all ages, their families and everyone else are 
invited to 

a CHRISTINGLE SERVICE 
on Sunday 4th December 

in Pilton Parish Church at 4.00pm 
or 

the following week on Sunday 11th December 
in Dinder Church at 4.00pm. 

Helping to make the Christingles is fun and tasty 
and the lighted ones look lovely, however young or old you are. 

We are supporting the work of the Children’s Society.   
 

MOTHERS’ UNION ADVENT MEDITATION 
On Wednesday 14th December the Mothers’ Union will be meeting in 
the Church Room at St Mary’s Church, Croscombe from 11.00am to 
12.30pm for an Advent Meditation including coffee and Christmas 
nibbles. This will be the first Christmas for our newly formed Shepton 
Mallet Deanery Mothers’ Union so please come and celebrate with us! 
All are warmly invited to attend whether you are a member of the 
Mothers’ Union or not.                                                Lynn Rendell 

 
BENEFICE MIDWEEK COMMUNION SERVICE 

Tuesdays at 11.00am at North Wootton 
 

 BENEFICE DISCUSSION GROUP 
Alternate Mondays at 10.30am. Contact Andrew Pugh on 890535.  



ABOUT PEOPLE 
We are glad to welcome new people to our villages. We hope that you 
settle happily and we look forward to meeting you at village events. 
We send our good wishes and prayers to anyone who is unwell at the 
moment, whether you are at home or in hospital. We remember those 
receiving treatment and those awaiting the results of tests. 
 
Deaths 
We are sad to record the death of John Bobbett of Croscombe. 

 
 POPPY APPEAL 2016 – CROSCOMBE, DINDER AND 
DULCOTE This year almost £900 was raised.  Thank 
you, as ever, to the volunteer collectors and to those in 

the villages who always give so generously so that the Royal British 
Legion can continue its important welfare work.            

 Jenny Mitchell  Local Poppy Appeal Organiser 
 
The Bhopal Musical Evening was brilliant. Thanks to all who came, 
who performed so enjoyably including Pilton’s Steve Bowler (T’ Social 
Club) and the Village Voices Choir, those who donated, and the 
wonderful helpers who gave time and effort so enthusiastically to make 
the evening such a success.  Thanks to Pete and the Club for being so 
helpful – what a great venue.  The total to date is £2050!!  Matt from 
the Bhopal Medical Appeal was really impressed and how a small 
village came together for a good time and give so generously.  I’m 
always overwhelmed by your support and by the amount raised for the 
sufferers in Bhopal.  My deepest thanks to everyone.       Fiona Case 
 
Thank You Pilton, after 10 years of organising the ASBO Team I would 
like to sincerely thank everyone who has supported us.  From the 
original three of Godfrey Gingell, Peter Tobia and myself it has grown 
from an acorn into a well-established Oak sapling. I wish the new team 
the very best with the continuing goodwill and enthusiastic support from 
the community and official organisations.                               John Pratt 

 
Knitting for Charity: Thank you Pilton ladies for the knitted squares 
and a big thank you to those who sewed them all together. The three 
lovely blankets will be going to the needy plus three lovely crocheted 
bed covers which have been donated. Instructions for the squares are 
in the Pilton Post Office area. More donations of wool and squares 
would be very much appreciated. Please contact Paula on 890323.  



Please join us to celebrate Christmas at these 
special services. If you are unable to come and 
would like to receive Communion at home, 
please contact Revd Christine Butler on 899061 
or ask any minister or Churchwarden. 

 
At St John the Baptist’s, Pilton 
  4th December  4.00pm Christingle Service* 
 18th December 6.00pm Village Carol Service 
      At the Methodist Church 
24th December – Christmas Eve 
 11.30pm  Midnight Communion 
25th December – Christmas Day 
 11.00am  Christmas Day Service 
 
At St Mary the Virgin, Croscombe 
 18th December 11.00am Decorating the Tree 
     4.00pm Christmas Carol Service 
25th December – Christmas Day  
 11.00am  Christmas Communion 
 
At St Peter’s North Wootton 
 18th December 6.00pm Christmas Carol Service 

19th December Messy Church on Monday 
24th December – Christmas Eve 
 6.30pm  Holy Communion 
25th December – Christmas Day 
 11.00am  Christmas Day Service 
 
At St Michael and All Angels, Dinder 
 11th December 4.00pm Christingle Service* 
 18th December 11.00am Decorating the Tree 
24th December – Christmas Eve 
 4.00pm   Christmas Carol Serrvice 
25th December – Christmas Day 
 9.30am  Christmas Communion  
  

 *Come and make your own Christingle, decorating an 
orange with a candle and sweets, learn about its meaning 
then light it during a service with carols to sing. 
 



NEWS FROM CROSCOMBE PARISH COUNCIL 
www.croscombe-parish.co.uk 

 
We thank Gail Parker for her work as councillor and welcome Rina May 
who has agreed to replace her.  Rina has lived in the Thrupe area of 
Croscombe for over 20 years and is familiar to many through her work 
in the village shop and generally across the village. 
There is little to report at present in the Parish.  Work is continuing to 
support a variety of household flood defences and a discreet flood 
gauge has been placed in the river.  We are waiting for Highways to cut 
back some of the overgrown vegetation and we have asked Somerset 
CC to widen the barriers at the end of Elderwell Lane so that mobility 
scooters can take a short cut to Fayreway from the main road. 
We welcome the advent of the Village Hall kitchen renovations which 
will soon be installed fully and will further enhance this splendid facility 
for the village. 
We hope you all have an excellent Christmas and New Year! 

Hilary Shergold 
Next Meeting. - 7.30 pm on December 14th in the Church Room. All 
are welcome. 

 
NEWS FROM PILTON PARISH COUNCIL 

The Parish Council have been approached regarding the Tesco Bags 
of Help grants scheme as they are looking for applications from the 
Mendip area. The scheme is where money is raised from the 5p bag 
levy and used to fund community projects. Three projects in the 200 
Tesco regions will receive a grant each month, 1st place receives up to 
£5k, 2nd up to £2k and 3rd up to £1K. The Parish Council are looking for 
your suggestions. Further information can be found at 
http://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/tescocommunityscheme/pages/Cat
egory/apply-for-a-boh-grant-tes2 
Crown Inn - Assets of Community Value: Steve Bowler confirmed that 
35 people attended the meeting held on the 9th October. After a 
presentation by Councillor Bowler a vote was taken and signatures 
taken as to whether they were in favour or against the Crown Inn being 
made an Asset of Community Value. Twenty seven were in favour, one 
against. One spoke against but didn’t sign. The Parish Council also 
voted in favour of progressing this at the meeting held on the 2nd 
November. Councillor Bowler will be completing the forms and will be 
progressing this.                                              Karen Buckley, Clerk 
 

http://www.croscombe-parish.co.uk/
http://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/tescocommunityscheme/pages/Category/apply-for-a-boh-grant-tes2Crown
http://www.groundwork.org.uk/Sites/tescocommunityscheme/pages/Category/apply-for-a-boh-grant-tes2Crown


WHAT’S ON IN PILTON 
December 
 3rd, 4th Treasures from the Orient Sale (see notice on page11) 
 5th History Group, Christmas Traditions and Folk Lore 
  Professor Ron Hutton, Village Hall           7.30pm   
 7th Happy Circle Christmas Lunch 
 7th Village Voices Christmas Concert, Parish Church                7.30pm 
 7th Parish Council Meeting, Village Hall            7.30pm 
10th Artisan Christmas Fayre, Village Hall  10.00am – 4.00pm 
10th , 11th Treasures from the Orient Sale (see notice on page 11) 
12th W.I, Christmas Party, (details to follow) 
14th Happy Circle Christmas Tea 
17th Children’s Christmas Party, PWMC        1.00 – 3.30pm 
18th Village Carol Service, The Methodist Chapel         6.00pm   

 
PILTON VILLAGE HISTORY GROUP 

Monday December 5th, 7.30pm 
The Traditions and Folk Lore of Christmas with 

Professor Ron Hutton. Many of us will have seen appearances of 
Ron Hutton on Time Team, the Secrets of the Castle and many other 
programmes. He is a national expert on folk lore, customs, myths and 
legends. Ron is a very gifted speaker and this meeting is expected to 
be very popular.                  Steve Tofts 
WARNING the car park will be very busy with another booking! 

 
Come and enjoy festive cheer at  

PILTON ARTISAN CHRISTMAS FAYRE  
Saturday 10th December 10.00am – 4.00pm 

Pilton Village Hall.  
Browse stalls displaying the wares of artisans 

from the local area. 
Refreshments available. Free entry   

Calling all Children and Grandchildren of Pilton (up 
to 11 years) Christmas Party at the Working Men's 
Club, Pilton. Saturday 17th December, 1.00 to 
3.30pm Phone Eileen (890436) to confirm you'll be 
joining the fun. Don't forget to bring a pre-wrapped 
present for Father Christmas to give your little one.  

 



VILLAGE VOICES CHRISTMAS CONCERT 
The Village Voices Christmas Concert takes place on 
Wednesday December 7th at 7.30pm in Pilton Parish 
Church. This will be a musical treat for all, with a 
mixture of memorable songs performed in style by our 

thriving Community Choir and some opportunities for audience 
participation (not compulsory!) The guest spot this year will be a short 
performance of popular Christmas music by Pilton Village Handbell 
Group.  Not many villages have both a Community Choir and a 
Handbell Group, but Pilton does and we are very proud of this. Do 
come along and support us. We can guarantee that you will have a 
lovely evening and wend your way home feeling full of Christmas 
Cheer. 
Refreshments will be available in the interval. Entry is free but there will 
be a retiring collection in aid of charity.  
Do come. We look forward to seeing you.                   Emma Wheat 

 

APPLE JUICE FOR CHRISTMAS 
Gabriel’s Orchard in Pilton would like to remind Roundabout readers 
that December is a very good time to stock up with local apple juice (at 
only £2.30 a bottle or £2.00 for 6 or more).  This juice from our 
Community Orchard is also ideal as a warm drink served with sugar 
and spices, or even something a little stronger! 
Please ring Christine Davies (890009) or Joe King (890357) for more 
information and to arrange collection.                     Christine Davies 
 
PILTON CALENDAR 2017 
 In addition to crafts for sale at the Christmas Fayre on Saturday 10th 
December at Pilton Village Hall, will be the Pilton Show 2017 Calendar 
on the theme of Trees In and Around Pilton.  
Sales benefit Show funds, from which all profits are shared between 
village organizations for help with specific projects.    
 Calendars, priced £5.50, are available from Pilton Post Office, Pilton 

WMC, Jenny de Gex (890465) or Wendy Lynn (890777). 

PILTON PEOPLE 
For newcomers to the village, a book was produced for the 2012 
Jubilee celebrating 60 years of Pilton characters and life which may 
give some insight into the area. This is still available on request at the 
Post Office and from Jenny (890465) and will be on sale at the 
Christmas Fayre, as above. 



Harriet Sandys 
ORIENTAL RUGS and DECORATIVE ITEMS  

from Central Asia and India 
Saturday 3rd, Sunday 4th, Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th December  
Block print Kantha jackets, tribal jewellery, lamps, textiles - lots more! 

The Barn at The Manor House,  
West Compton, Shepton Mallet, BA4 4PB 

Directions: www.sandysorientalcarpets.co.uk  890582 
Credit/debit cards accepted. Open by appointment throughout the year  
 

 
PILTON HAPPY CIRCLE 

Are you like me? - some shops you always walk past without a 
sideways glance. Others are always worth a look. Such a one for me is 
Protec in Wells. Rob, the owner, gave us a wide ranging talk from 
setting up the business to modern ways of protecting your property 
from thieves. Rob runs the technical side of things, his wife and sons 
manage the shop with flair and discernment. This is a shop no man 
may fear to enter for tho' there is temptation for their wives, there is 
always interest for them too - including a selection of 'boys' toys'! I 
recommend a visit with your Christmas present list in your hand - it's 
my salvation each year. 
Next we had 'Philip the Film Show'! We do love to see ourselves on the 
silver screen. What a priceless archive of the village Philip is building! 
Showing part of the Millennium pageant written and produced by Ken 
and Jean Dilkes was a fitting tribute to them and all they did for the 
village. Philip jogs our happy memories of how village life used to be - 
simple pleasures, self produced and shared with convivial company. 
Thank you, Philip for a timely reminder that such community 
commitment is too precious to be carelessly lost and a nudge to make 
sure we thank the people who organise the events we so enjoy. 

John Howe 
 
MDFAS : 6th December The Huguenot Weavers of Spitalfields – 
from Riches to Rags: Mrs Sue Jackson at the Bath and West Bar & 
Restaurant, B&W Show Ground, BA4 6QN at 11.00 am. Details; 
www.mdfas.org.uk. Guests Welcome. Contact 01934 862435. 
 
NADFAS: 13th December Frost Fairs on the Frozen Thames 
NADFAS illustrated lectures, Caryford Hall, Castle Cary, BA7 
7JJ, 11.00am,  free parking. £6.  Information 01963 350 132 

http://www.sandysorientalcarpets.co.uk/
http://www.mdfas.org.uk/


EVENTS AT OUR VILLAGE PUBS AND 
CLUB 

The Crown Inn, Pilton is now open again 
 
Pilton Working Men’s Club (BA4 4BB) 

Club open:  Monday, Tuesday 7.00-11.00pm 
Wednesday Noon-2.00pm, 7.00-11.00pm 

Thursday 5.30-11.00pm. Friday 5.30pm-midnight 
Saturday Noon-3.00pm, 7.00pm-midnight. Sunday Noon-11.00pm 

Every Wednesday Lunch 12noon -2.00pm from £3.50 
Every Friday Steak Night 7.00-9.00pm £12 sirloin; £14 fillet. 

Every Sunday Carvery 12noon-2.00pm Adults £9; children £6 
Saturday and Sunday 4th All Day Pool Competition 

Food available, live music - Grand Prize Draw: 1st place £200,  
2nd place £50. £5.00 entry – all proceeds to Air Ambulance 

 Saturday 10th – Rodney Allen 8.00 – 11.00pm 
Sunday 11th – Bingo – 7.00 for 7.30pm 

Friday 16th - Rose Grill Christmas Dinner 
Get together with friends for this special evening 
3 courses £20, 2 courses £17 - 7.30 – 11.00pm 

Advanced bookings advised for food – 890162 Pete 07825 323242 

 
The George Inn, Croscombe (342306)  

Open 7:30am – 3pm, 6 – 11pm daily, all day Saturday and Sunday 
Join us to enjoy fresh, superb food cooked in our brand new 
kitchen. Christmas at The George will be a real cracker!  

Book parties early (groups up to 30).  
Early bird special: pre-booked 1st – 9th December 

2/3 course Christmas meals from £16/£19 lunch, £18/32 dinner 
Pre-booked Christmas parties thereafter £18.95/£23/95 lunch, 

££20.95/”25.95 dinner 
Cycle Club Saturday 3rd  30+miles depart 10.00am 

Fun Quiz every Sunday 4th, 11th, 18th  8.00pm 
Acoustic Folk session every Monday 8.00pm 
Steak Night every Wednesday 6.00-9.00pm 

Thai Night returns in February  
Curry Night Thursday 29th 6.00-9.00pm 

Live Music Friday 30th with Daisy and the Tramps – Jazz Group 
New Year’s Eve – pre-bookings only 

6 course celebration menu £50pp, 2course quiet meal £25pp 



WHAT’S ON IN DINDER AND DULCOTE 
December 
 2nd Dinder Christmas Village Hall lunch (pre- booked only)   12.30pm 
2nd Friday Bar, Village Hall              7.30pm 
6th YOS, Village Hall            6.00 – 7.30pm 
6th Cricket Club Quiz Night, The George, Croscombe         8.00pm 
14th Christingle Service, Dinder Church           4.00pm  
18th Tree decorating, Dinder Church          11.00am 
18th Christmas Sunday Bar, Village Hall           12noon 
 Come and meet with friends and neighbours  for a 

Christmas gathering with nibbles and a special visitor 
24th Christmas Carol Service, Dinder Church           4.00pm 
January  
 3rd Cricket Club New Year Quiz 
 

DINDER and DULCOTE SUNDAY CLUB 
Where did 2016 go!! We would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year. In December we have a variety of Children’s 
events 
Sunday 11th December – Christingle Service 4.00pm in the Church. 
Children from all parishes are really welcome.  
Sunday 18th December - Decorating of the Christmas tree and Nativity 
with refreshments 11.00am-12noon in the Church.  
Saturday 24th December – 4.00pm Carol Service – this will be our 
traditional Christmas service with carols and nativity. Do come early as 
this service is very popular! Children are welcome to come dressed as 
angels, shepherds or animals from the nativity story.  
For further information contact Becky Gilbert 676739.  
 

SING FOR SOMERSET  
RINGS IN THE CHRISTMAS SEASON ! 

Parishioners are invited by Somerset Community 
Foundation to Sing for Somerset at their annual   free 
Christmas Carol Service to be held in the magnificent 
Wells Cathedral on Saturday 10th December at 

7.00pm.  The programme features a mix of traditional and 
contemporary music performed by the Mid Somerset Orchestra and the 
Somerset Voices.   Carol sheets will be provided for all to join in. No 
tickets are required, doors will open at 6.15pm.  A fantastic way to ring 
in the merry season and benefit SOMERSET COMMUNITY 
FOUNDATION Registered charity no. 1094446 Contact: 344949 



 
NEWS FROM WEST PENNARD PRIMARY SCHOOL 

This year we are taking part in a reading project led by the Beanstalk 
Reading Charity. The charity, which is new to Somerset, recruits 
volunteers to come into schools to read with and play reading games 
with individual children for thirty minutes on two occasions each week.  
Our children love their sessions and enjoy their time with our 
volunteers, Rose and Hilary. There was a special treat in store for 
these children on Friday 21st October when we were invited to meet the 
Duchess of Cornwall, the patron of the Beanstalk Charity, when she 
visited the Bishop’s Palace, Wells.  The Duchess spent time with the 
children and then read them a chapter from ‘The Best Bear in the 
World’ a collection of stories inspired by A.A.Milne, released to 
celebrate the 90th Anniversary of Winnie the Pooh.  
There was considerable media interest and two of the children were 
even interviewed and appeared on the national news!  To finish off a 
wonderful morning the children were presented with a signed copy of 
the book and, best of all, demolished a plate of delicious chocolate 
brownies and flapjacks!                         Helen Burchell Headteacher  
 

NEWS FROM CROSCOMBE CEVA SCHOOL 
This term we have enjoyed a number of educational visits including the 
Wells Literary Festival. We have supported a number of charities: the 
Salvation Army foodbank with our Harvest goods, the RBL Poppy 
Appeal, Children in Need and we are looking forward to our Christmas 
Market. As well as the usual attractions our 2016/2017 Croscombe 
School Tea Towel with all our portraits will be on sale. Later in 
December there will be lots of special Christmas activities. 

Steve Heath, Headteacher   

 
CROSCOMBE C. of E. PRIMARY SCHOOL 

CHRISTMAS MARKET Friday 2nd December 
(2-4pm)  

The Christmas Market is held in the school hall 
with a variety of stalls to browse, competitions 
and games for any age. It is a lovely festive 
event and a thoroughly enjoyable afternoon. 
The Friends of Croscombe School hope that 
you will come along and support our school 
and enjoy all the attractions.  
Entry is free and we hope to see you there. 



WHAT’S ON IN CROSCOMBE 
December 
 2nd   Croscombe School Christmas Market     2.00pm – 4.00pm 
  Croscombe School 
 4th   Dinder and Croscombe Cricket Club.  Christmas Quiz and Raffle. 
         The George Inn             8.00pm 
5th   Globe Carnival Club.  Grand Christmas Bingo.  Village Hall       

     7.00 for 8.00pm 
 8th   Senior Citizens’ Club Christmas Lunch.           12.30pm for 1.00pm 
 8th   Moviola Film Night.  ‘Love and Friendship’ (U).  Village Hall     

     7.00 for 7.30pm 
10th Christmas Charter Market.  Village Hall            10.00am – 12noon 
12th OAP and Children’s Fund.  OAPs’ Christmas Dinner. 
         Village Hall           7.00 for 7.30pm 
13th  WI Christmas Lunch.           12.30pm for 1.00pm 
14th  Shepton Deanery Mothers’ Union  Advent Meditation.   

Church Room              11.00am – 12.30pm 
14th  Parish Council Meeting.  Church Room                   7.30pm 
17th  Brass cleaning.  St. Mary’s Church          10.00am 
18th  Tree decorating service.  St. Mary’s Church        11.00am 
18th  Christmas Carol Service.  St. Mary’s Church          4.00pm 
28th  WI Scrabble.  (Details from Helen Cox, 343642) 
31st.  New Year’s Eve Dance.  Village Hall  8.00pm for 8.30pm 
 

 CRICKET CLUB CHRISTMAS QUIZ and RAFFLE 
The George Inn, Croscombe  
Sunday 4th December 8.00pm 

Teams of up to Four, £2.00 per person. Proceeds to Club funds 
Roy Thorne 

 

CROSCOMBE ST MARY – BRASS CLEANING 
Each year we dismantle the chandeliers and gather up 
the brass items to give them a good polish in time for 
Christmas.  If you could spare an hour or so to help we 
are meeting in the church at 10.00 am on Saturday 17 

December, when cleaning cloths and Brasso will be provided.  (We do 
manage to fit in a good chat as well!) 
 
CROSCOMBE CALENDAR, 2017 
 All profits go towards Croscombe Village Hall Refurbishment Fund. 
Please phone Alison Hodges 345322 for more information. 



1st CROSCOMBE RAINBOWS Our fun family Christmas picture 
quiz with a lovely prize of Christmas Chocolates kindly donated by 
James Chocolates (Jameschocolates.co.uk) will help to refurbish the 
shower/toilet block at Somermead, our local Guiding campsite. Any 
money raised above £50 will be donated to Croscombe CEVA School. 
Each picture on our quiz relates to a Christmas Carol, Song, Film, 
phrase etc, the quiz sheet is available from Sandra Kirkham or at the 
School Christmas market and is only £1. All entries need to be returned 
to Sandra Kirkham by midday on Friday 16th December. If more than 
one entry has the correct or highest number of correct answers, the 
winner will be drawn by our District Commissioner. Rainbows is the 
Guiding group for girls aged 5 to 7, if your daughter is interested in 
joining us or you would like to try our Christmas picture quiz please 
contact Sandra on 01749 342221 or sandrakirkham@rocketmail.com 
 

GLOBE CARNIVAL CLUB Grand Christmas Bingo 
Monday 5th December at Croscombe Village Hall 

Doors open 7.00pm; eyes down at 8.00pm 
Jackpot House £100, and first class prizes, 

 contact Wendy on 675877 
 

MOVIOLA in Croscombe Village Hall 
Love and Friendship (U) Thursday, 8th December 
This adaptation of Jane Austen’s novel ‘Lady Susan’ 

is a period comedy. It follows the ‘ exploits of the wry and calculating 
Lady Susan as she pursues the wealthy and hapless Sir James for 
marriage originally, intended for her daughter, though she eventually 
marries him for purposes of wealth and profit.ô   
Stars Kate Beckinsale and Stephen Fry. 
Tickets: £6 available at the Door/Croscombe Village Stores 
Doors open at 7.00pm, Licensed Bar Programme begins at 7.30pm. 
    Christine Walker and Michael Hay  

 CROSCOMBE OAP CHRISTMAS DINNER 
The Christmas Dinner this year will be on Monday 12th 
December 7.00 for 7.30pm in the Village Hall.  Anyone who 
lives in Croscombe aged 60 female, 65 male, and their 
husbands/wives are welcome to come along, enjoy a 
delicious Christmas Dinner, good company and maybe have 
a little dance to round the evening off.   Please phone Alison 
345322 or Martin 343126 asap to book.            Alison Hodges 

mailto:sandrakirkham@rocketmail.com


 
 CROSCOMBE CHRISTMAS CHARTER MARKET 

Saturday 10th December from 10-12 at The Village Hall 
Delicious home-baked goods and local produce, beautiful artisan crafts 
and cards, jewellery and crystals, vintage goods, quality bags and 
scarves, plants and garden wares, sweets, tombola, refreshments and 
much more. 
Why not bring the kids along to see Santa, do some Christmas 
shopping and help us support this year’s charity – The Lawrence 
Centre in Wells. We look forward to seeing you there. 

Elaine Watson (Market Co-ordinator) 
 

CROSCOMBE VILLAGE HALL COMMITTEE are pleased to report 
that the majority of the Village Hall extension and new kitchen will 
hopefully be near completion by the beginning of December. The date 
for the Grand Opening will be 28th January so please keep it free. To 
enable us to add the final touches to this extension and to update the 
heating systems we will continue to need support with our fundraising 
events.  We apologise to any Hall Users for any inconvenience that has 
been caused whilst this work has been carried out. 
100 Club Draw Winners:        October    £25 A Ollis  £15 J Beck 
November   £25 J Swainson  £15 J Lloyd        Sheila Wilkins Secretary 
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE PARTY! 
Come and join our newest post-war baby boomers and the 
community at large as we dance out the old year and 
welcome in the new. Croscombe Village Hall 8.00 for 
8.30pm Saturday 31st December To assist with table 

arrangements, please can you email EveHarris46@gmail.com (or call 
343194) if you will be joining us! 
 
Postage stamps Please continue to save your postage stamps from 
letters and parcels especially in the run up to Christmas. They are still 
wanted by the two charities - St. Margaret's (Somerset) Hospice and 
R.S.P.B.. They can be left at my house - Livadia, Fayreway, 
Croscombe. Many thanks.                                       Janet Dowding 
 
Milk bottle tops Please continue to save your washed milk bottle tops 
for me as another  collecting point has been found for them after all (I 
will be finding out the charity being supported). Hope this has not 
confused everyone too much! Many thanks.           Janet Dowding 

mailto:EveHarris46@gmail.com


VILLAGE AGENT – John Lapwood 
Covering Pilton, Croscombe, North Wootton, Dinder and Dulcote 

The new western Power Emergency Call line is 105 in the event of a 
power cut. Keep a torch by the bed to find your way safely to call. 
Western Power has a free Priority Service Register for vulnerable 
people so that in a power cut they can make those people a priority in 
getting them back online. Ring and register on 0800 096 3080  
Those eligible are:- Customers on ventilators, oxygen concentrators, 
or dialysis, Elderly, disabled or sick, Customers who depend on 
electrical equipment like stair lifts and bath hoists, Customers with 
communication needs, blind, deaf, partially sighted or  temporary 
vulnerabilities, e.g.  recent hospital leavers, or households with new 
born babies 
Please remember it is the season of the “Flu Jab” clinic. 
Those eligible for a free flu jab - are 65 years of age or over,  are 
pregnant, have certain medical conditions, are very overweight, receive 
a carer's allowance, or you are the main carer for an elderly or disabled 
person whose welfare may be at risk if you fall ill. 
Call me on 07852 961839 or Email: john@somersetrcc.org.uk If 
there is anything that is troubling you and you need help to solve 

 
Expecting your Winter Fuel Payment? Don’t 
need it? Surviving Winter is a campaign to 
encourage people to donate some or all of 

their unwanted Winter Fuel Payments to others in their communities. It 
doesn’t just pay for extra heating; it is personally delivered by one of 
our  trusted local partners, like Mendip Credit Union, Rotary Frome and 
Citizens Advice Mendip and can help overcome the isolation and 
loneliness of many older people. Last year over 300 donors enabled 
Somerset Community Foundation to provide vital grants to 390 older 
people. Please help us to reach every isolated and vulnerable 
household in the county.  
To find out more about Surviving Winter, please visit: 
http://www.somersetcf.org.uk/winter.To donate some or all of your 
Winter Fuel Payment, please send a cheque made out to Somerset 
Community Foundation (SW written on the back), Yeoman House, 
Bath and West Showground, Shepton Mallet, BA4 6QN. You can also 
donate online or call 01749 344949.  
 

I.T. for the Terrified 01934 741751         
www.itfortheterrified.co.uk         itfortheterrified@btconnect.com 

http://www.somersetcf.org.uk/winter
http://www.itfortheterrified.co.uk/
mailto:itfortheterrified@btconnect.com


The Abbey House Singers are holding a 
Concert of Christmas music on 
Wednesday 7th December and all proceeds 

will be given to Save the Children. 
Tickets are £7.50 which will include punch and mince pies and are 
available from Lysbeth Ballantine, phone 676991. 

 
PILTON VILLAGE W.I. 
With the Carnival Season upon us for our October 
meeting we welcomed John Dando who came to talk 
to us about “The Magic of Somerset Carnivals”. 

John has been giving these presentations for the last 18 years, and 
has been involved with the carnivals for the past 37 years, describing it 
as a “way of life” for him. 
John was able to explain how the Carnival first came to exist, with it all 
starting in Bridgwater, 400 years ago, following the Guy Fawkes gun 
powder plot against King James.  The people of Bridgwater would build 
a bonfire and parade effigies around the town of anyone who had upset 
the town folk, and as a reminder of what would happen to people who 
committed treason against the King.  With Bridgwater being a busy 
port, coloured cloth would be brought in on the ships, and some of this 
cloth would find its way into the homemade costumes made for the 
effigies, and people.  Because the roads in those days were extremely 
muddy and people didn’t want to ruin their costumes, they called upon 
the local farmers with carts to transport them though the town on the 
carts, and from there the Carnival Float was born. 
Pilton Village WI extends a warm welcome to new members.  Meetings 
are held on the third Monday of the month usually at Pilton Village Hall. 

Jane Marchant 
 

CROSCOMBE W.I. 
What a very entertaining afternoon. After discussions on forthcoming 
events, especially Christmas dinner, (l can’t believe it is that time 
again) we had a brilliant speaker, Susan Hunt, who used to live in 
Croscombe and gave up her sheep to keep organic bees. It was a very 
interesting and informative talk on their habits and how to keep them. 
She was concerned that chemicals can be a serious problem and felt it 
needs to be addressed. Nature being a wonderful thing as they have 
been around for hundreds of years, long may they continue. 
It was a well attended meeting, lots of questions asked after, so 
conversation over tea was passionate.                       Lyn Manvill 



SMALL ADS 
Cleaning, ironing & other domestic help available.  Local references 
provided.  Call Heather on 07908061228      
Dog Walking and Pet Sitting 07709 739508. Please visit website for 
details www.premierpetcarers.co.uk 
Give your garden a treat! 2 year old well-rotted horse manure for 
sale by sack or load. 100% organic. Come and collect. Tel 01749 
890582 
Chantry Construction: stone walling, drives, block paving, patios, 
extensions, mini–digger and driver. Contact Paul Merrett 01373 
836787 or 07855343388.   
Julie Bryant, Mobile Hairdressing in the comfort of your home or 
mine. Fully qualified and experienced. Please call 07773 421737 or 
01749 674792. 
Fionna Roberts PCH; Classical Homeopath, BA Hons, RSHom 15 
years experience. Clinics in East Pennard and Wells, 01749 890636, 
fionna@fionnaroberts.co.uk, www.fionnaroberts.co.uk 
Suzannah Hawkins, Acupuncturist (MBAcC, BSc Hons). Hidden 
Treasures, 5 Commercial Road, Shepton Mallet, BA4 5BU. 
07793405144 or email flourishwellbeing@outlook.com or visit 
www.flourishwellbeing.net 
New Pilates Class. Croscombe Village Hall. Tuesday mornings 
9.30am-10.30am. All welcome - improves flexibility, strength and 
balance.£7.50 per class - First class free  Contact: Clare Jevons  
01761 233466 / 07782 268252. Email: clare@somerpilates.co.uk 
Scottish Country Dancing Tuesdays 7.30 to 9.30pm Dinder Village 
Hall. For details call 01749 346243 
Holiday let, Stallance, West Looe, Cornwall. ¾ bedrooms, 3 baths, 
100m from sea, fantastic views to Looe Island. Ample car parking. 
Contact Peter and Veryan Graham, The George Inn, 342306  
www.thegeorgeinn.co.uk  
Logs: Quality seasoned hardwood logs in dumpy bags or nets. Also 
kindling available. Dunns Logs. 678656 or 07703 062048 
Daniel's garden maintenance. Lawns cut, seeded, turfed  Hedges cut 
Garden clearance Patio-laying Jet-washing Fencing plus fence painting 
Weeding  Call Daniel 01749 672832 or 07936583986 
M.J. Bolsover Quality Painting and Decorating. Fully insured. 
938718 or 07871 901342. 
Rise and Shine: Maintenance and Window Cleaning, Dave 675636. 
Wells City Aerials: PV and satellite installation, 675636.  

http://www.premierpetcarers.co.uk/
mailto:fionna@fionnaroberts.co.uk
http://www.fionnaroberts.co.uk/
mailto:flourishwellbeing@outlook.com
http://www.flourishwellbeing.net/
mailto:clare@somerpilates.co.uk
http://www.thegeorgeinn/


Daniel's property maintenance Roof repairs. Gutters cleaned, 
repaired and renewed  Interior and exterior painting and much more.  
Call Reg 01749 672832 mob 07518116140 
Lisa De Clutter I can help you sort, let go of, clean and organise any 
mess and muddles. General day-to-day help too.  Call 07766296497 
Friendly female Maintenance Gardener available.  Please call Lisa 
Bolitho on 07766296497 
Pilton Pet Services offers dog walking/daycare/boarding and pet visits 
for dogs, cats and caged animals. Please call Natalie on 
07482990957/01749890243, email piltonpetservices@btinternet.com. 
Reflexology / Baby Massage professional  and friendly, in your own 
home. See www.kymrobertson.co.uk or call 07834 774348. Gift 
vouchers available.  
Hand Embroidery Classes in Wells.  Royal School of Needlework 
trained tutor, Elizabeth Tapper, will be teaching a variety of classes 
including Goldwork, Stumpwork, Whitework & Blackwork. Suitable for 
all levels.  Please see www.theartoftheneedle.co.uk for dates and 
locations. Email liz@theartoftheneedle.co.uk or call 07956 536242 for 
more information.’ 
RP Electrical Solutions: Local electrician. Free, no obligation quotes. 
Great service guaranteed. Call 01749 572311 or 07969 345726 
www.rpelectricalsolutions.co.uk 
TRE exercises, tension and trauma releasing exercises Pilton Village 
Hall, Thursdays 7.00 – 9.00pm. £20, first lesson free Book with 
Jessie@jessicamallocktre.com text 0781 681510. 
Waitressing/Kitchen help required at Pilton Working Men's Club. 
Varied hours. Must be flexible and available at weekends. If you are 
interested please contact Jackie on 890162. (Leave a message). 
Christmas Trees (Nordman’s non-drop) Norway spruce and holly 
wreaths on sale from 1st December at 2, Abbots Way, Pilton      890952 
 

FOSSEWAY GARDENING CLUB 
Tuesday 13th December  - Christmas Meal – venue to be announced 

Our programme includes horticultural talks, 
garden visits, plant sales and social events.  

Details from Janet (331306) or Barbara ((860438) 
 

PILTON COMMUNITY ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION 
We have some whole and half plots available. Now is a good time to 
get ready for the next growing season. More information from Cathy 
899298 or Freda 890345.  

mailto:piltonpetservices@btinternet.com
http://www.kymrobertson.co.uk/
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Parishes of Pilton, Croscombe, North Wootton and Dinder  
 Phone codes 01749 and addresses in each village unless specified 
 
PILTON PARISH CHURCH OF ST JOHN THE BAPTIST 
Churchwardens: 
Mr Paul Warry, Sharomayn, Westholme Road BA4 4EB             890434 
Mr Maurice Davies, The New House, Pylle Road, BA4 4BP       890009 
PCC Treasurer: 
Mr Paul Warry, Sharomayn, Westholme Road  BA4 4EB            890434 
PCC Secretary: 
Mrs Jayne Sims, Forge House, BA4 4AX                                    890350 
Magazine Collection Point for Pilton: Roundabout Mail Box at 
                                     3 Abbots Way (not letter box). 
 
PILTON METHODIST CHURCH 
Minister: The Revd Nick Lakin, 29 Downside, Street BA16 0DL   
    01458 442313 
Chapel Stewards: 
Mr Gordon Taylor, The Long House                                            890701 
Mrs Deborah Towner, 18, Hyatt Place, Shepton Mallet              342614 
Secretary: 
Joy Stacey, The Cot, Shop Lane 
Treasurer and Property Steward: 
Mr Philip Eavis, Benleigh House, Pylle Road BA4 4BR              890468 
 
CROSCOMBE PARISH CHURCH OF ST MARY THE VIRGIN 
Churchwardens: 
Mrs Jenny Mitchell, Townsend Barn, Long Street, BA5 3QQ      345405 
Mrs Ann Williamson, 3, St John’s Court, 
                                      St John Street, Wells BA5 1SD              428133 
PCC Treasurer: 
Mr Terry Mc Carthy, Rectory Cottage  BA5 3QJ                          345139 
PCC Secretary: 
Mrs Janet Dowding, Livadia, Fayreway, BA5 3RQ                      330725 
Magazine Collection Point for Croscombe:  The Village Stores 
 
CROSCOMBE SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST CHURCH 
Senior Pastor: Jonathan Barrett,           0792 042 5154 
Associate Pastor: Mary Barrett           07961 777446 
1st Elder:  Mr Peter Dutton                                                         830975 
Treasurer:  Mr Martin Pugh                                              01761 451010 



NORTH WOOTTON PARISH CHURCH OF ST PETER 
Churchwardens: 
Mrs Christine Raphael, 1 Church View BA4 4BU                   890310 
Mr Alistair Bovey, Hedgerows, Stocks Lane BA4 4EB                 890755 
PCC Treasurer: 
Mr Jeffrey Macklin, Coombe House, Tanyard Lane BA4 4AE     890210 
PCC Secretary: 
Mrs Rosalind Cross, Eastwell House, Tanyard Lane BA4 4AE   899489 
Editor, North Wootton News: 
Mr Steve Ruddock, Old Smithy Cottage, Northtown Lane BA4 4AF    
                                   890045 
DINDER PARISH CHURCH OF ST MICHAEL AND ALL ANGELS 
Churchwardens: 
Mrs Mary Browning, Dairy Cottage BA5 3PE                              672558 
Mrs Ros Comer, West House, High Street BA5 3PL                   679468 
PCC Treasurer: 
Mr Robert Gilbert, Downside, Long Lane BA5 3PQ          676739  
PCC Secretary: 
Mr Joe Handford, 5 Highfield, Dulcote            674698 
Magazine Representative for Dinder: 
Ms  Stella Elston, Church View,  BA5 3PB           673766 
Magazine Representative for Dulcote: 
Mrs June Cursley, Dulcote House, Dulcote BA5 3PZ          675428 
 

 PILTON METHODIST CHURCH SERVICES  
   4th December  Mr T. Stevenson                       11.00am 
11th December  Mr R. Haskins           11.00am         
18th December  Village Carol Service                   6.00pm                                                             
25th December  United Service at the Parish Church       11.00am 

Children are always welcome to join our Sunday School. 
Details from Jacquy 890701 

 
Morning Prayer in Croscombe Church 
at 8.30am daily, on Monday to Saturday 

 
Holy Communion in North Wootton Church 

at 11.00am on Tuesdays 
 

Morning Prayer in Pilton Church 
at 9.00am on Wednesdays 

 



PARISH CHURCH 
SERVICES 

 
DECEMBER 2016 

 
  4th December   Advent 2 
  9.30am          Holy Communion    Dinder 
11.00am          Morning Service                                     Croscombe 
11.00am          Holy Communion                                    North Wootton 
 4.00pm    Christingle Service Pilton 
 
11th December  Advent 3 
 9.30am          Holy Communion    Pilton                                      
11.00am    Holy Communion                                 Croscombe 
11.00am    Family Service                North Wootton 
  4.00pm         Christingle Service              Dinder 
   
 18th December  Advent 4 
 11.00am       Holy Communion  Pilton 
   Followed by tree decorating 
11.00am        Tree decorating Croscombe 
11.00am        Tree decorating     Dinder 
 4.00pm   Carol Service Croscombe 
 6.00pm   Village Carol Service at the Chapel Pilton 
 6.00pm          Carol Service                                           North Wootton 
   
19th December Monday, Messy Church North Wootton 
 
24th December  Christmas Eve 
 4.00pm  Carol Service Dinder 
 6.30pm Holy Communion North Wootton 
11.30pm       Holy Communion                                             Pilton 
 
25th December  Christmas Day 
 9.30am Christmas Communion Dinder 
11.00am  Christmas Service Pilton 
11.00am Christmas Communion Croscombe 
11.00am  Christmas Service North Wootton 
 

(Services for 1st January are on page 4) 


